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Applicant should consider all Target Market Segmentsincluding and
not limited to, public, private, governmententities.
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Q1 The required business plan outline thereis aneed to
identify the target market segment in the applicant's
strategy. Should this include all government and private
entities within the KSA, or only government for example?
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Yes, and that is based on what is mentioned in Clause (5-1-7)in article
(5)in "Earth Observation (EO) Platform Regulations" document
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Q2: The required market study indicates aneed to attract
value-added services providers (VAS). Does this mean the
Earth Observation (EO) platform should have any specific
services and capabilities to host and support these
providers?
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Based on the Earth Observation (EO) Platform Regulations, it is
expected that there willbe multiple key Earth Observation (EO) Data
providers and key Value-Added Services (VAS) providers since the
service provider of the (EO) platform must offer technical capabilities
that attract these (EO) Data providers and (VAS) providers, enabling
them to store, enhance, and host their data, products,and services.
Additionally, the service provider must continually improve these
capabilities.
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Q3: Regarding the plan for attracting key Earth observation
providers and key value-added service providers (VAS), is
there a minimum number for such providers?
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It should include any type of satellite datathat falls underthe
definition of "Earth Observation (EO) Data " which was defined in
article (2-7-1) in “Earth Observation (EO) Platform Regulations” as "Any

data produced from satellites in order to study the earth's surface,
weather, environment, phenomena and activities on it”. it can include

different types and technologies of EO data such as SAR,

Hyperspectral, optical, ...etc.

Regarding non-satellite observation data (e.g, drones or airships}it is
outside the scope of "Earth Observation (EO) Platform Regulations"
document and if EO platform service provider intends to include
these datathen certain coordination’s with CST and other
governmental entities should be done to ensure abiding by other
regulations. Also, it is not a must to add these typesof datain the
platform.
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Q4: About market assumptions required for the volume of
Earth observation datareceived and processedby the
platform, should this be limited to optical satellite data, or
should other types of satellite data be included? Can/should
this also include non-satellite observation data (e.g., drones
or airships)?
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The answer for this question was answeredin Article (5)in Earth
Observation (EO) Platform Regulations, specifically in clauses (5-1-8 &
5-1-13).

anyll dnio cilothil” (o (5) 8alodl (16 Gango JIGudl 128 (nlec &yl
(13-1-5 g 8-1-5) cuijall nd "yl nilndll

Q5: Regarding the expected number of applications to be
developed on the platform, should these be developedby
Earth Observation (EO) platform provider or as aresult of
support and create Environment forvalue-added services
providers?
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CST as aregulator for the Space sectorbased onCabinet Decision
No. (253) dated (07/04/1444 AH) stipulating “transferring the
regulatory and supervisory competence for the civil space sector
from the “Saudi Space Commission” to “Communications, Space and
Technology Commission” {CST), will apply its regulatory tools to
protect the market, the completion of the marketand its users
(beneficiaries) according to Earth Observation (EO) Platform
Regulations in article 4.
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Q6: Will the Earth Observation (EO)platform be the
preferred platform within KSA for procuring and managing
satellite and other Earth observation data and datasets? Wil
other organizations be requiredto restructure their existing
contracts so that future EO data buys run throughthe Earth
Observation (EO) platform?
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answered in question 4 above.
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Q7: Is the right interpretation of 2-7-1that all sensor types,
both active and passive, and both commercial and public
satellite platforms aimed at the surface of the earth,or the
atmosphere and oceans are tobe included?
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Based on what is mentioned in the Earth Observation (EO) Platform
Regulations, the (EO) Platform Service Provider must not provide
value-added services such as developing software and applications
based on Earth Observation (EO) Data, unless otherwise specified by
CST. At the same time, the software development kits (SDKs) shallbe
provided by the (EO) Platform Service Provider for Application
Developers, along with an application programming interface (API &

APP development kit).

Q8: What are the outer bounds of the prohibited value-
added services referenced in 5-1-13? As most marketplaces
include the ability to do at least low-level reprocessing, offer
hosting of data, and some analytics toolkits, many
marketplaces drive more than 30% of revenues from these
value-added services (above and beyondimagery wholesale).
Are all of these services prohibited? Earlier the document

refers to SDKs and APIs (5-1-8), those are describedby many
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as a value-added service: what is the scope of the software
development kit imagined and where is the line in the SDK
for prohibited VAS?
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(16-1-5)it is an obligation on the (EO) Platform Service Providersfor Q9: What aspects of aclient’'s EO procurement would be 9
preserving the confidentiality of data and information, whose reportable to the CST? Would that include Areas of Interest
publication and provision to the public may threat the safety and (AOIs)and other often sensitive aspects of client usage
security of the Kingdom or parts of it, and taking the action required data? How will the marketplace operator resolve potential
to that end. CST will ensure that asking for reports according to conflicts between 5-1-2 and 5-1-16?
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You must refer towhat is stated in article {7-6-2) from the Application Q10: Willthe proposal be submitted in English? 10
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CST expects that the platform will be providedin minimum in (English QT1: Does CST envision that the platform should be offered m
& Arabic). bilingually (English, Arabic)?
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CST is going to coordinate with other governmental entities including
(ETIMAD) to make sure the Earth Observation (EO) Platform
Regulations are applied.
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Q12: How will the EO platform service organizations in the
government segmentwhose purchasing activity (tenders,
orders, payments etc.)is governed by the MoF tendering and
procurement regulations and fulfilled solely through the
MoF's Electronic Financial Services Platform (ETIMAD).
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